Getting Them Ready

K-12 SUPPORTS FOR STUDENTS IN FOSTER CARE




Eligibility
Foster Care means:

= DSHS/CA (or alicensed or certified child placing agency) has placement
and care responsibility for a child/youth.

= Twenty-four hours-per-day, temporary, substitute care away parents or guardians

= Includes any out-of-home care (including a relative or suitable other), so long as the child is
under the placement and care responsibility of DSHS/CA.

= May also include the period of time needed to transition a student back home.
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[dentification

Students in foster care will be identified using the
Comprehensive Education Data and Research System (CEDARS)
through a collaborative effort between OSPI and DSHS.

DSHS/CA is required to notify LEAs each time a student enters
care, changes placement, or returns home.




School of Origin

= The school of origin is the school in which a child is enrolled at the time of placement in
foster care.

= An SEA and its LEAs must ensure that a child in foster care enrolls or remains in his or her
school of origin unless a determination is made that it is not in the child’s best interest.

(ESEA Section 1111(g)(1)(E)(i)).

= [fa child’s foster care placement changes, the school of origin would then be considered
the school in which the child is enrolled at the time of the placement change.
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Best-Interest Decision-Making

LEAs should work with local child welfare agencies to develop a clear protocol on how to
make best interest determinations

= Decisions should be made using child-centered criteria

* Transportation is only considered in the context of the impact it has on the child/youth - there is no district line , county line,
state line, or mileage limit

The LEA must ensure that a child remains in his or her school of origin while this
determination is being made (See ESEA Section 1111(g)(1)(E)(i))

An LEA must ensure that a child remains in his or her school of origin while disputes are
being resolved to minimize disruptions and reduce the number of moves between schools
(See ESEA Section 1111(g)(1)(E)(i))
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Transportation

= An LEA receiving Title I, Part A funds must collaborate with Children’s Administration or other
supervising agencies to ensure that transportation for children in foster care is provided,
arranged, and funded. (ESEA Section 1112(c)(5)(B))

= Procedures must ensure that:

1. Children in foster care needing transportation to their schools of origin will promptly receive that
transportation in a cost effective manner.

2. If there are additional costs incurred in providing transportation to the school of origin, the school
district will provide such transportation if:

a) The local child welfare agency agrees to reimburse the LEA for the cost of such transportation;
b) The LEA agrees to pay for the cost; or

c) The LEA and local child welfare agency agree to share the cost (ESEA 1112(c)(5)(B))

Districts must provide transportation while disputes are being resolved.
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Immediate Enrollment

= Immediate enrollment means that a child in foster care should be enrolled
in, and attending, a new school as soon as possible.

* Enrollment must not be denied or delayed because documents normally
required for enrollment have not been provided. (See ESEA Section
1111(g)(1)(E)).

o The enrolling school must immediately contact a child’s school of origin to obtain the
relevant records and documentation (ESEA Section 1111(g)(1)(E)(iii)), and the school of
origin should immediately transfer those records.
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Title I, Part A

= Categorical eligibility
o All children and youth in foster care are categorically eligible for Title I, Part A services,

whether or not they live in a Title I, Part A school attendance area, attend a Title I school, or
meet the academic standards required of other children for eligibility

* Funding Limitations
o Title I, Part A states that funds cannot supplant other state or local funds.

o The homeless set-aside must remain intact and cannot be reduced or repurposed to serve children in
foster care

o School district Foster Care Liaisons or other staff should contact the student’s case worker or foster
parent as a first priority to meet that student’s non-academic needs. For example, the basic needs of
students in foster care such as clothing, birth certificates, immunizations, and medical services are first
and foremost the responsibility of CA. School districts may however, use Title I, Part A funds if other
sources are not available.
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State Laws

WA STATE LAWS REGARDING STUDENTS IN FOSTER CARE




Enrollment and Attendance — LEASs

RCW 28A.225.330(7) - Enrolling students from other districts

Prevents school districts from denying or delaying the enrollment of dependent youth, and
requires school districts to retrieve school records (educational history) within two business days

RCW 28A.225.023 - Unexpected or excessive absences—Support for school work.

Requires districts to monitor the unexpected or excessive absences of dependent youth, proactively
support the youth's school work so the student does not fall behind, and avoid suspension or
expulsion based on truancy
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Records and Graduation — LEAs

RCW 28A.150.510 - Transmittal of education records to DSHS

Requires the prompt/timely transmission of student records to DSHS for appropriate case planning
and maximizing the student’s academic achievement

RCW 28A.320.192 - On-time grade level progression and graduation.
Requires school districts to facilitate the on-time graduation of student in foster care by:
=  Waiving specific courses if similar coursework has been completed in another district,
= Providing an alternative means to complete required coursework,

= (Consolidating unresolved coursework and providing opportunities for credit accrual, or

= Facilitating the graduation from the sending district where graduation requirements were met
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State of Washington

Office of
Superintendent of Public Instruction

Languages | A-Z Index P

Re S O u I ‘ e S ome | Certification | Offices & Programs | Learning & Teaching | Assessment | Finance & iGrants | Research & Reports

yster Care Education
‘ogram

:ate and Federal a Sign up for email/text alerts

2quirements

Foster Care Education Program

)ster Care Improving the Educational Outcomes of Children and Youth in Foster Care
aisons/DSHS Contacts

Schools, child welfare agencies, communities, and families must work together to provide the equitable

stsecondary opportunities, specialized services, and useful supports that are essential for students in foster care to be
{ucation successful in school and in life.

-equently Asked The Foster Care Program at OSPI supports students in foster care by encouraging innovative practices that
uestions reduce educational disruptions, strengthen school stability, and improve academic performance.

As part of the Student Support division, the Foster Care Education Program partners with educators, foster
parents, social workers, state agencies, and advecates as they work to support the whole child through
iners Infermationt evidence-based, best-practices and collaboration.

State and Federal Requirements

Find state and federal laws that support students in foster care along with guidance to help with implementation
and advocacy.

ess Lewis

rogram Supervisor
oster Care Education
60-725-6050

A Foster Care Liaisons/DSHS Contacts
ess.lewis@kl2 wa.us

Find contact information by county, DSHS region, and school district for liaisons and Children’s Administration
staff who can help resolve issues and provide support.

Postsecondary Education
Find information about helping students in foster care with financial aid and other post-secondary resources.

Frequently Asked Questions
Find answers to the most frequently asked questions about Foster Care Education in Washington State.
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What's New

Now Available!
Foster Care Liaisons/DSHS Contacts

Questions?

fostercare@k12.wa.us
360-725-6050




GovDelivery

Foster Care Education

ESSA requires school districts to designate a Foster Care

Liaison

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as reauthorized by the Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA, 2015), contains key protections for students in foster care to promote
school stability and success. ESSA requires state and local education agencies (SEAs and
LEASs) to collaborate with child welfare partners in an effort to improve the educational
outcomes of children and youth in care.
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w more information:

less Lewis

drogram Supervisor
‘oster Care Education
360-725-6050
less.Lewis@k12 wa.us

o Foster Care Liaisons/DSHS Contacts

e Regional Contacts
e State Contact

Update your
Liaison Contact

Information

* Click on column headings to sort

Foster Care Liaisons/DSHS Contacts

NOTE: This list is in the process of being updated as more districts identify Foster Care Liasions.

Region 3 Grays Aberdeen Marnie Ranheim 360-538- mranheim@asdS.org
(North/South) | Harbor School Counselor 7807

District
Region 3 Lewis Adna School [Renee Quinn 360-748- gquinnr@adnaschools.org
(North/South) District Counselor 8552
Region 1 Lincoln Almira Shauna Schmerer 509-639- sschmerer@achsd.org
(North) School Superintendent 2414

District
Region 2 Skagit Anacortes Connie Martin 360-293- cmartin@asd103.org
(North/South) School Executive Director of 1216

District Special Services
Region 1 Asotin Asotin- John Heley 509-243- jheley@aasd.wednet.edu
(North) Anatone Director of Student 3102




o Foster Care Program

The Map

Foster Care Lialsons

School Districts

DSHS Regloas

474

VAVAVAY

Treehouse Ed. Advocacy Contacts

Educational Service Districts (£S0Ds)

+ 49.22% 126377 Degrens
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School Selection: A Checklist for Decision
Making

- School of Origin Considerations Local Attendance Area School Considerations
Continuity of instruction Continuity of instruction
D Student is best served due to circumstances that D Student is best served due to circumstances that
look to his or her past. look to his or her future.
Age and grade placement of the student Age and grade placement of the student
D Maintaining friends and contacts with peers is D Maintaining friends and contacts
critical to the student’s meaningful school with peers in the school of origin is not

experience and participation. particularly critical to the student’s
IR w11 AL meaningful school experience and
Best Practices: School Selection ity
for Children and Youth in Foster Care Academic strength Academic strength
If || The child’s academic performance is weak, and The child’s academic performance is strong and
Offc ofthe Superinsendent of Public Intruction: Foster Care Edacation Program
the child would fall further behind if he/she at grade level, and the child would likely recover
Introduction transferred to another school academically from a school transfer.
Tn December 2015, Congress passed the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), which reauthorized the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA). and created new protections for children 1 a al 1 4 1
in foster care. These provisions, which take effect on December 10, 2016, complement those in the Social and emotional state Social and emotional state
Fostering Connections Act of 2008 and require SEAs and LEAs to work with child welfare agencies to The child is suffering from the effects of The child seems to be coping adequately with
ensure the educational stability of children in foster care. mobility, has developed strong ties to mobility, does not feel strong ties to the current
. - the current school, and does not want to leave. school and does not mind transferring.
Making Best-Interest Decisions
(Children in out-of-home care tend to have many adults involved in their lives, and it may be m T = e
unclear who has the authority to make general education decisions for them. Distance of the commute and its impact on the Distance of the commute and its impacton
. . . } ) student’s education and /or special needs the student’s education and/or special
Usually, birth parents or caregivers are the decision makers, even if a child has been removed
from the home, but courts in Washington State may appoint an educational decision maker who The advantages of remaining in the school of needs
is neither the parent or the caregiver. General educational decision-making rights may be given origin outweigh any potential disadvantages A shorter commute may help the student’s
to foster parents, caseworkers, relatives, or other advocates. In these cases, for children in out-of-
presented by the length of the commute. concentration, attitude, or readiness for school

home care, the educational decision maker will assume the rights of the parents under the Title I,
Part A provisions of the Every ds Act, including the right to select the school in the
child’s best interest and pursue any disputes with the school district.

Personal safety of the student
The school of origin has advantages for the safety of

Personal safety of the student
The school must be informed of who has decision-making authority for each student; the Thi locul attendance area school has

resp of hool typically lies with the student’s child welfare caseworker.

[]
[

the student. advantages for the safety of the student.
In order for parents or other educational decision-makers to make informed decisions about
selecting the school that is in a child's best interest. they need to have as much practical Student’s need for special instruction Student’s need for special instruction
information as possible. ’ ’ .

The student’s need for special instruction, such as The student’s need for special instruction, such as
Every LEA has alocal foster care liaison. who must ensure each eligible child receives his or her Section 504 or special education and related Section 504 or special education and related
rights under ESSA, including the right to attend the school of origin. The local liaison and school services, can be met better at the school of origin. services, can be met better at the local attendance

or district staff can play an instrumental role in assisting with choosing the school thatisina

student’s best interest. For children in foster care, schools should identify Children’s area school.

Administration staff to assist with the school selection provisions of the Fostering C
Act. Length of anticipated stay in a temporary Length of anticipated stay in a temporary
. . D shelter or other temporary location [:] shelter or other temporary location

Steps to Best-Interest Decision-Making The student’s current living situation is outside of The student’s current living situation appears

LEAs should work with local child welfare agencies to develop a clear protocol on how to make .y = E e iRy = PP

best interest determinations. This process should include making every effort to gather the school-of-origin attendance zone, but his/her stable and unlikely to change suddenly; the

meaningful input from relevant parties, in addition to required child welfare and school living situation or location continues to be student will benefit from developing

representatives, in deciding what school placement is in a child's best interest. The following uncertain. The student will benefit from the relationships with school peers who live in his
continuity offered by remaining in the school of local community.
origin.

+ OF Plp
$‘$ I {(0 Actmpiad from the Best Aractices: Schoo! Seteston fir STadenss in Out of Hume Care Ssae beief devetvped by the Lagol Centar for Foster Care amd The Nutimwal Center for Hometes Educstion: Fall 2009
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Denial of
Enrollment or
Services

\

Inter-Angency
Disputes

Ispute Process

™
#Provide contact information for Foster Care Liaison and Foster Care Education Program Supervisor to person filing the dispute
=Provide written, step-by-step description of how to dispute the district’s decision
4
I
+Within 15 days of the denial, the student's educational decsion-maker may submit a dispute to the foster care liaison; the dispute is logged
»The Foster Care Liaison must make a decision within 5 days and inform the persoen who submitted the dispute; and verifies receipt
#Student remains in the school where enrollement is sought and receives services while the dispute is being resolved
4
™~
*Within 10 days of receipt of the Level I decsion, the educational decsion-maker may notify the district that they intend to proceed to Level II
»Within 5 days, the superintendent or their designee must arrange a meeting with the person filing the dispute and staff from DSHS/CA
*Within 5 days of the meeting, the Superi dent or their di shall provide a decision and other d
4
™~
»Within 10 days, the educational decision-maker must notify the foster care liaison that they intend to proceed to a Level IIl dispute
*Within 5 days of this notification, the district superi dent or their desig shall forward the required decuments to OSPL The disputing
party may also send d ion to O5PI for ideration.
4 final decision will be made within 15 days of reciept of the dispute package
4
~
#Either agency may submit a dispute directly to OSPI. The disputing agency must send a copy of the dispute to the other agency and 0SPI
*Within 10 days of receipt, O5P] and DSHS/CA will meet to review the dispute and come to resolution
»The decision will be sent to the district's Superintendent, the Foster Care Liaison, and the DSHS /CA representative invelved in the dispute
sStudent attends where enrollment is sought and services are provided while the dispute is being resolved.
S
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Foster Care Education Program:

Dispute Resolution Process

Offsce of the Super ntendent of Publc Instruction: Foste r Care Educatian
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DEFINITIONS

Caregiver: In Washington state, the term “caregiver” applies to potential out-of-
home placement options that include: licensed foster homes, relatives, group care
providers, or court ordered suitable others. Please note: these placement options
must be the result of a state dependency action as established by the court for this
dispute process to apply.

DSHS/CA: Department of Social and Health Services/Children’s Administration is
the public child welfare agency for the state of Washington.

Educational Decision-Maker: The Caregiver Authorization form always lists the
caregiver and social worker as day to day decision makers for children and youth in
foster care. There may, however, be additional decision-makers appointed by the
court and identified on the Health and Education Authorization Court Order if it is
someone other than, or in addition to, the caregiver and case worker. This could be
the birth parent, education liaison, or another appropriate adult.

Foster Care: Twenty-four hours per day temporary, substitute care for the child

placed away from the child’s parents or guardians, and for whom DSHS or a licensed
or certified child placing agency has placement and care responsibility. This includes
any out-of- home care (including a relat—lve or sultable person) s_o__[gng_a_s__t_hg_chjm_ﬁ

Other Supervising Agency: means an agency licensed by the state under RCW
74.15.090, or licensed by a federally recognized Indian tribe located in this state
under RCW 74.15.190, that has entered into a performance-based contract with the
department to provide case management for the delivery and documentation of
child welfare services as defined in RCW 74.13.020.

School of Origin: The school of origin is the school in which a child is enrolled at the
time of placement in foster care. If a child’s foster care placement changes, the
school of origin would then be considered the school in which the child is enrolled at
the time of the placement change.

Best Interest Decision Making: Using child-centered criteria for determining
which educational setting is best for a particular child or youth. Decisions should be
made on a case-by-case basis. The cost of transportation should not be considered.
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http://www.treehouseforkids.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Educators-Guide-Final_Digital-Version.pdf

Questions?

Jess Lewis

Program Supervisor, Foster Care Education
360.725.6505

fostercare@k12.wa.us
http://www.k12.wa.us/FosterCare
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