
Getting Them Ready
K-12 SUPPORTS FOR STUDENTS IN FOSTER CARE



Eligibility
Foster Care means: 

 DSHS/CA (or a licensed or certified child placing agency) has placement 
and care responsibility for a child/youth. 
 Twenty-four hours-per-day, temporary, substitute care away parents or guardians

 Includes any out-of-home care (including a relative or suitable other), so long as the child is 
under the placement and care responsibility of DSHS/CA. 

 May also include the period of time needed to transition a student back home.
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Identification
Students in foster care will be identified using the 
Comprehensive Education Data and Research System (CEDARS) 
through a collaborative effort between OSPI and DSHS. 

DSHS/CA is required to notify LEAs each time a student enters 
care, changes placement, or returns home.
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School of Origin
 The school of origin is the school in which a child is enrolled at the time of placement in 

foster care. 

 An SEA and its LEAs must ensure that a child in foster care enrolls or remains in his or her 
school of origin unless a determination is made that it is not in the child’s best interest. 
(ESEA Section 1111(g)(1)(E)(i)). 

 If a child’s foster care placement changes, the school of origin would then be considered 
the school in which the child is enrolled at the time of the placement change.
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Best-Interest Decision-Making
 LEAs should work with local child welfare agencies to develop a clear protocol on how to 

make best interest determinations

 Decisions should be made using child-centered criteria
 Transportation is only considered in the context of the impact it has on the child/youth – there is no district line , county line, 

state line, or mileage limit

 The LEA must ensure that a child remains in his or her school of origin while this 
determination is being made (See ESEA Section 1111(g)(1)(E)(i))

 An LEA must ensure that a child remains in his or her school of origin while disputes are 
being resolved to minimize disruptions and reduce the number of moves between schools 
(See ESEA Section 1111(g)(1)(E)(i))
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Transportation
 An LEA receiving Title I, Part A funds must collaborate with Children’s Administration or other 

supervising agencies to ensure that transportation for children in foster care is provided, 
arranged, and funded. (ESEA Section 1112(c)(5)(B))

 Procedures must ensure that: 
1. Children in foster care needing transportation to their schools of origin will promptly receive that 

transportation in a cost effective manner. 

2. If there are additional costs incurred in providing transportation to the school of origin, the school 
district will provide such transportation if: 
a) The local child welfare agency agrees to reimburse the LEA for the cost of such transportation; 

b) The LEA agrees to pay for the cost; or 

c) The LEA and local child welfare agency agree to share the cost (ESEA 1112(c)(5)(B)) 

Districts must provide transportation while disputes are being resolved.
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Immediate Enrollment
 Immediate enrollment means that a child in foster care should be enrolled 

in, and attending, a new school as soon as possible. 

 Enrollment must not be denied or delayed because documents normally 
required for enrollment have not been provided. (See ESEA Section 
1111(g)(1)(E)). 
◦ The enrolling school must immediately contact a child’s school of origin to obtain the 

relevant records and documentation (ESEA Section 1111(g)(1)(E)(iii)), and the school of 
origin should immediately transfer those records. 
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Title I, Part A
 Categorical eligibility

◦ All children and youth in foster care are categorically eligible for Title I, Part A services, 
whether or not they live in a Title I, Part A school attendance area, attend a Title I school,  or 
meet the academic standards required of other children for eligibility 

 Funding Limitations
◦ Title I, Part A states that funds cannot supplant other state or local funds. 

◦ The homeless set-aside must remain intact and cannot be reduced or repurposed to serve children in 
foster care

◦ School district Foster Care Liaisons or other staff should contact the student’s case worker or foster 
parent as a first priority to meet that student’s non-academic needs. For example, the basic needs of 
students in foster care such as clothing, birth certificates, immunizations, and medical services are first 
and foremost the responsibility of CA. School districts may however, use Title I, Part A funds if other 
sources are not available. 
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State Laws
WA STATE LAWS REGARDING STUDENTS IN FOSTER CARE
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Enrollment and Attendance – LEAs
RCW 28A.225.330(7) - Enrolling students from other districts 

Prevents school districts from denying or delaying the enrollment of dependent youth, and 
requires school districts to retrieve school records (educational history) within two business days

RCW 28A.225.023 - Unexpected or excessive absences—Support for school work.
Requires districts to monitor the unexpected or excessive absences of dependent youth, proactively 
support the youth's school work so the student does not fall behind, and avoid suspension or 
expulsion based on truancy 

1/31/2017

OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

10



Records and Graduation – LEAs
RCW 28A.150.510 - Transmittal of education records to DSHS

Requires the prompt/timely transmission of student records to DSHS for appropriate case planning 
and maximizing the student’s academic achievement 

RCW 28A.320.192 - On-time grade level progression and graduation.
Requires school districts to facilitate the on-time graduation of student in foster care by:

 Waiving specific courses if similar coursework has been completed in another district, 

 Providing an alternative means to complete required coursework, 

 Consolidating unresolved coursework and providing opportunities for credit accrual, or 

 Facilitating the graduation from the sending district where graduation requirements were met
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Resources



Resources
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GovDelivery
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Liaisons
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The Map
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FAQ
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School Selection
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Dispute Process
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Resources
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http://www.treehouseforkids.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Educators-Guide-Final_Digital-Version.pdf

http://www.treehouseforkids.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Educators-Guide-Final_Digital-Version.pdf


Questions?
Jess Lewis
Program Supervisor, Foster Care Education
360.725.6505
fostercare@k12.wa.us
http://www.k12.wa.us/FosterCare
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